Article Writing

Chuckanut Writers
Brenda Wilbee

Writing creative articles works your

writing muscle, builds your portfolio and
platform, and pays the bills. This three-
part workshop on writing the creative
article includes exploration of twelve
article types, seven blueprints for
structure, and fictional techniques that
enliven nonfiction.

2018 © Brenda Wilbee m Creative Articles: 13 Modes



Article Writing

Gentlemen,

i

Regarding the
cent rejection

p you sent me.

I think there
might have been a
misunderstanding.

What I really
i
i story,
and send nr:y fi}g;y
thousand dollars.

Prid

e e |

Didn’t you
realize that?
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What is Snoopy missing?

JAD
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Article Writing

You are a terrible writer,
Dear Contributor, Whydoy%ubomerus?

We are returning We wouldn't buy one of your'
your stupI story. FM% if you paid us.

R
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Article Writing

You are a terrible writer.
Dear Contributor, Why do you bother us?

We are returning We wouldn't buy one of your'
your stupi story. stories if you paid us.

il A
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FIRST, Did you have a point to make, Snoopy?
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the Point
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the Point

MAJOR POINTS



the Point

MAJOR POINTS

MAIN POINT

MINOR POINTS
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CONTRIBUTOR ”

7/

" WE HAVE RECEIVED
YOUR LATEST
MANUSCRIPT ¥

* WHY DID YOU SEND
ITTOUS7"

* WHAT PID WE EVER
DO TO HURT YOU ?“
. Ll )
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CONTRIBUTOR ”

" WE HAVE RECEIVED
YOUR LATEST
MANUSCRIPT “

* WHAT DIP WE EVER
PO TO HURT You?"
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SECOND, Why are you writing it, Snoopy?
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His was a sto
that had tobe told.

2018 © Brenda Wilbee r(é Creative Articles: 13 Modes



the Purpose

inform < evaluate
persuade * recommend

challenge * request
change attitudes * propose

analyze * provoke thought
argue * express feelings
theorize * give aesthetic pleasure
summarize * Entertain
shock * Debunk
retaliate *

BrendaWilbee.com > STUDIO > Resources > Nonfiction

renda vwilbee 0) reative Articles: odes
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the Function Statement

Point + Purpose
or
What + Why
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By Charles Schulz

‘fgggreé;o% * DEAR 15:(»11'::3{3«:10.2, ¢ DSQS Bcgurmufog,ws'VE *DEAR CONTRIBUTOR, IF E:(ou SEND US
M WHO TOLD You S TTER WRITING ANY MORE STORIES, WERE COMING TO
MORE LETTERS THAT YOU COULD YOUR uousgT AND PUNCH YOU QUT ! #

FROM EDITORS,,

WRITE,YOUR MOTHER ?”

=

“DEAR CONTRIBUTOR, IF YOU SEND
US ONE MORE DUMB STORY. WE'RE

60ING TO HAVE TO NAIL OUR
| MAILBOX SHUT!”

B

ON LICENSE iLATE 5:/

1-26

T FILED
THEM WITH
ALL THE
OTHERS..

2018 © Brenda Wilbee Creative Articles: 13 Modes



So What's Going

On Here?

You have a point to make.
You have a reason for making
that point.

Your Function Statement is
good, dadgum!

NOW WHAT:
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THIRD,Is your article in a recognizable format, Snoopy?
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Untold Stories From the Longest Day
Death Stalks the Thirsty Sahel
The Cat That Could
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The Veto: Key to Effective Government Melvin R. Laird 103
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The Man Who Changed Mlddle Eastcm History David Reed 113
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Listen to the Sound of America American Legion Magazine 125
Why We Must Arm to Disarm Time 130
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Report to Consumers 142

Picture Feature 146
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And Here Comes Huck! $8=—All in a Day's Werk, 67— Toward More
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53rd year: Over 30 million copies bought monthly in I3 languages

—
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1. ADVICE

2. PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

3. SOMEONE ELSE’S EXPERIENCE

4. PROTEST

5. EDITORIAL

6. INFORMATIVE

7. NOSTALGIA

8. INSPIRATIONAL

9. HUMOR

10. HOW-TO

11. INTERVIEW

12.Q & A

13. PROFILE



When we come back, we’ll see if we
can’t make things easier on ourselves by
exploring standard article modes.
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